
 
 
City Hall  333 West Ellsworth Street  Midland, Michigan 48640  989.837.3300 * 989.837.2717 Fax  www.cityofmidlandmi.gov 

 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE MIDLAND CITY COUNCIL 

City Hall, 333 W. Ellsworth Street 

 

November 23, 2015         7:00 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 

 

CALL TO ORDER - Maureen Donker, Mayor 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

  

 

ROLL CALL -  Thomas W. Adams 

   Steve Arnosky  

   Diane Brown Wilhelm  

   Maureen Donker  

   Marty A. Wazbinski  

 

CONSIDERATION OF ADOPTING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 

 All resolutions marked with an asterisk are considered to be routine and will be enacted 

by one motion.  There will be no separate consideration of these items unless a Council member 

or citizen so requests during the discussion stage of the “Motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as 

indicated”.  If there is even a single request the item will be removed from the consent agenda 

without further motion and considered in its listed sequence in regular fashion. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

1. *  Approve minutes of the November 9 regular City Council meeting.  TISDALE  

 

PROCLAMATIONS, AWARDS, RECOGNITIONS, PRESENTATIONS:  

2. Recognition of Patrol Sergeant Dan Keeler as the 2015 Carl and Esther 

Gerstacker Police Officer of the Year.  BLOCK 

3. Recognition of Firefighter Tyler Alden as the 2015 Carl and Esther Gerstacker 

Firefighter of the Year.  COUGHLIN 

4. Recognition of Fire Marshal Joshua Mosher as the 2015 Michigan Fire Inspectors 

Society Fire Inspector of the Year.  COUGHLIN 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 



 

 

5. Amendment to the 2015-16 General Fund budget to increase revenues and 

expenditures by $14,000 for installation of trail signage at the City Forest (also 

see material sent in the November 9 agenda packet).  MURPHY 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF ANY, BEFORE CITY COUNCIL.  (Please sign up with City Clerk 

before meeting).  This is an opportunity for people to address the City Council on issues that are 

relevant to Council business but are not on the agenda. 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS: 

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

6. Receiving and filing the 2016-17 Budget Preparation Schedule.  KEENAN 

7. Notifying the Council of the filing of the 2015 Local Officers' Compensation 

Commission Determinations and scheduling a public hearing on the 

Determinations for the December 7, 2015 City Council meeting.  TISDALE 

8. *  Making Traffic Control Order R-15-04 Permanent - that the speed limit on S. 

Saginaw Road from Mark Putnam Road to 275 feet south of Discovery Way shall 

be 45 mph.  MCMANUS 

9. *  Approving the request of Momentum Midland to conduct a Midland Winter 

Village on December 3, 10 and 17.  MCMANUS 

10. *  Approving the request of the Midland Downtown Business Association to 

conduct Holly Jolly Days on the weekends of December 5 & 6 and December 12 

& 13.  MCMANUS 

Considering purchases and contracts: 

11. *  E10 Ethanol Blend Unleaded Fuel purchase from November 10 (4/5 vote 

required).  MURPHY 

12. *  Refurbishment of a Tandem Axle Dump Truck (4/5 vote required).  MURPHY 

13. *  Purchase Order Increase to CTI and Associates, Inc. for general engineering 

services at the Landfill.  BUSH 

14. *  Purchase Order Increase to Stantec Consulting of Michigan for additional 

construction phase engineering services for painting, sealing and masonry repairs 

at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  BUSH 

15. *  Propagation Study for pump/lift station telemetry - Wastewater.  BUSH 

Setting a public hearing: 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 



 

 

 

TO CONTACT THE CITY WITH QUESTIONS OR FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

 

Citizen Comment Line:  837-3400 

City of Midland website address: www.cityofmidlandmi.gov 

City of Midland email address: cityhall@midland-mi.org 

Government Information Center: located near the reference desk at the Grace A. Dow 

Memorial Library 



 

 

 

 

Attached documents for item Maureen Donker, Mayor 



 

 

 

 

Attached documents for item *  Approve minutes of the November 9 regular City Council 

meeting.  TISDALE 



*  Approve minut... - 1 of 11



*  Approve minut... - 2 of 11



*  Approve minut... - 3 of 11



*  Approve minut... - 4 of 11



*  Approve minut... - 5 of 11



*  Approve minut... - 6 of 11



*  Approve minut... - 7 of 11



*  Approve minut... - 8 of 11



*  Approve minut... - 9 of 11



*  Approve minut... - 10 of 11



*  Approve minut... - 11 of 11



 

 

 

 

Attached documents for item Recognition of Patrol Sergeant Dan Keeler as the 2015 Carl and 

Esther Gerstacker Police Officer of the Year.  BLOCK 
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Attached documents for item Recognition of Firefighter Tyler Alden as the 2015 Carl and Esther 

Gerstacker Firefighter of the Year.  COUGHLIN 
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November 18, 2015 

 

Jon Lynch, City Manager 

City of Midland 

 

Dear Mr. Lynch: 

 

On October 13, 2015, Firefighter Tyler Alden was presented the 2015 Midland Exchange Club's 

Carl and Esther Gerstacker Firefighter of the Year Award. This award is presented each year to one 

City of Midland firefighter and a firefighter from one of the township fire departments in Midland 

County.   

 

Tyler was chosen for this award because of his pursuit in excellence in his field and for garnering 

the respect and admiration of his colleagues. 

 

Tyler is a respected member of the Midland Fire Department whose involvement with the fire 

department includes demonstrating outstanding teaching abilities in fire safety education to Midland 

schools.  He is also a member of the Hazmat Response Team and the Region 3 Regional Response 

Team, and has been involved in hazmat instruction to the Midland fire department.  Tyler continues 

to perform above and beyond what is required or asked of him.   

 

Tyler has been active in the Midland community as a mentor and leader.  He is married to his wife, 

Emily, and they are loving parents to two children.  

 

The Fire Department is pleased that the Midland Exchange Club has selected Firefighter Tyler 

Alden as the 2015 Carl and Esther Gerstacker Firefighter of the Year. I request the Midland City 

Council approve this resolution recognizing his award. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Chris A. Coughlin 

Fire Chief 
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IN RECOGNITION 

 

WHEREAS, each year the Exchange Club of Midland, Michigan, is proud to present the 

Carl and Esther Gerstacker Firefighter of the Year Award to firefighters judged as 

outstanding, not only in their line of duty, but also in the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, Firefighter Tyler Alden has been selected as the 2015 Firefighter of the Year; 

and 
 
WHEREAS, Tyler has served the Midland Fire Department, pursuing excellence in his field 

and garnering the respect and admiration of his colleagues; and 
 
WHEREAS, Tyler has demonstrated outstanding teaching abilities, delivering fire safety 

education to Midland schools and hazmat instruction to the Midland fire department while 

consistently  performing above and beyond what is required or asked of him; and 
 
WHEREAS, Tyler has been active in the Midland community as a mentor and leader; and  

 

WHEREAS, Tyler is esteemed by his colleagues and has achieved “Acting Fire Truck 

Operator” and “Regional Response Team” member in only four years’ time; now therefore 
 
RESOLVED, that the City of Midland proudly recognizes Firefighter Tyler Alden for being 

the 2015 recipient of the Exchange Club’s Carl and Esther Gerstacker Firefighter of the 

Year Award and congratulates him on achieving excellence in fire safety and service to the 

citizens of Midland. 

 

      IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand this 23rd day of November, 2015. 

 

 

      __________________________________ 

     Maureen Donker, Mayor 
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BY COUNCILMAN  

 

RESOLVED, that Midland Fire Department Firefighter Tyler Alden is hereby recognized 

for being selected by the Midland Exchange Club as their 2015 Carl and Esther Gerstacker 

Firefighter of the Year recipient. 

 

YEAS:   

 

NAYS:  

 

ABSENT:  

 

I, Selina Tisdale, City Clerk, City of Midland, Counties of Bay and Midland, State of 

Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 

adopted by a    yea vote of all the Councilmen present at a regular meeting of the City 

Council held on Monday, November 23, 2015. 

 

 

      _____________________________________ 

                                                                                                          Selina Tisdale, City Clerk 
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Attached documents for item Recognition of Fire Marshal Joshua Mosher as the 2015 Michigan 

Fire Inspectors Society Fire Inspector of the Year.  COUGHLIN 
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November 18, 2015 

 

Jon Lynch, City Manager 

City of Midland 

 

Dear Mr. Lynch: 

 

On September 17, 2015, Fire Marshal Joshua Mosher was presented the 2015 Michigan Fire 

Inspectors Society Fire Inspector of the Year Award. This award is presented each year to one 

member who has represented the qualities of a fire inspector and has aided the organization.   

 

Joshua was chosen for this award because of his guiding force in implementing Midland Fire 

Department’s new fire prevention division Subject Matter Expert (SME).    Selected SMEs have 

been trained in fire prevention program delivery, taking programs to schools and senior citizens.  He 

has also implemented our Acting Fire Inspector program.  Certified personnel are now allowed to 

work off shift as inspectors, reducing the inspection backlog.  Joshua also leads our Firehouse 

software committee and assisted with training the department in implementing the “I Am 

Responding” call back system and our new county 800 mhz. radio system. 

 

Joshua has been working with the Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs Fire and Life Safety Section, 

writing position papers on sky lanterns and arc fault circuit interrupters.  He works as a director for 

the Northern Michigan Fire Chiefs and has helped organize two conferences.  He is active in the 

Great Lakes Bay Area Chiefs, organizing a very successful legislative luncheon meeting.  Joshua 

has been involved in the Midland Fire Department “Pink Shirts” campaign raising money for cancer 

research, as well as the “safe communities” initiative in the city. 

 

Joshua is an individual who has done many things for the fire service and fire prevention in such a 

short time.  He has had a tremendous impact on the City of Midland and has positively influenced 

the organizations he is involved with.     

 

The Fire Department is pleased that the Michigan Fire Inspectors Society has selected Fire Marshal 

Joshua Mosher as the 2015 Michigan Fire Inspectors Society Fire Inspector of the Year. I request 

the Midland City Council approve this resolution recognizing his award. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Chris A. Coughlin 

Fire Chief 
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IN RECOGNITION 

 

WHEREAS, each year the Michigan Fire Inspectors Society is proud to present the Fire 

Inspector of the Year Award to a fire inspector who has represented the qualities of a fire 

inspector and has aided the organization; and 
 
WHEREAS, Fire Marshal Joshua Mosher has been selected as the 2015 Fire Inspector of 

the Year; and 
 
WHEREAS, Joshua has served the Midland Fire Department as Fire Marshal since August 

of 2012, and has been a guiding force in implementing Midland Fire Department’s new fire 

prevention division Subject Matter Expert (SME) and Acting Fire Inspector program; and 
 
WHEREAS, Joshua leads our Firehouse Software committee and assisted with training the 

department in implementing the “I Am Responding” call back system and our new county 

800 mhz. radio system; and 
 
WHEREAS, Joshua has been working with the Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs  Fire 

and Life Safety Section, writing position papers on sky lanterns and arc fault circuit 

interrupters; and  

 

WHEREAS, Joshua works as a director for the Northern Michigan Fire Chiefs; he is active 

in the Great Lakes Bay Area Chiefs; he is involved in the Midland Fire Department “pink 

shirts” campaign raising money for cancer research as well as the “safe communities” 

initiative in the city; now therefore 
 
RESOLVED, that the City of Midland proudly recognizes Fire Marshal Joshua Mosher for 

being the 2015 recipient of the Michigan Fire Inspectors Society Fire Inspector of the Year 

Award and congratulates him on achieving excellence in fire safety and service to the 

citizens of Midland. 

 

      IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand this 23rd day of November, 2015. 

 

 

      __________________________________ 

     Maureen Donker, Mayor 
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BY COUNCILMAN  

 

RESOLVED, that Midland Fire Department Fire Marshal Joshua Mosher is hereby 

recognized for being selected by the Michigan Fire Inspectors Society as their 2015 Fire 

Marshal of the Year recipient. 

 

YEAS:   

 

NAYS:  

 

ABSENT:  

 

I, Selina Tisdale, City Clerk, City of Midland, Counties of Bay and Midland, State of 

Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 

adopted by a    yea vote of all the Councilmen present at a regular meeting of the City 

Council held on Monday, November 23, 2015. 

 

 

      _____________________________________ 

                                                                                                          Selina Tisdale, City Clerk 
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Attached documents for item Amendment to the 2015-16 General Fund budget to increase 

revenues and expenditures by $14,000 for installation of trail signage at the City Forest (also see 

material sent in the November 9 agenda packet).  MURPHY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY REPORT TO MANAGER 

 

For City Council Meeting of November 23, 2015 

 

SUBJECT:   Amend the FY 2015-16 General Fund budget for the Midland Area  

Community Foundation’s T.O.W.N. grant award for the   

installation of trail signage at the City Forest. 

 

INITIATED BY:  Department of Public Services 

 

RESOLUTION SUMMARY:   This resolution amends the FY 2015-16 General 

Fund budget to increase both revenues and 

expenditures by $14,000 for installation of trail 

signage at the City Forest.  

 

 

 

ITEMS ATTACHED: 
 

1. Letter of Transmittal 

 

2. Resolution 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL ACTION: 
 

1. 3/5 vote required to approve resolution 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Karen Murphy 

Director of Public Services  
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November 16, 2015 

 

 

Jon Lynch 

City Manager 

Midland, MI 

 

 

RE:      Amend the FY 2015-16 General Fund budget for the Midland Area Community  

Foundation’s T.O.W.N. grant award for the installation of trail signage at the  

City Forest 

 

 

The Midland Area Community Foundation (MACF) approached the City a few months 

back about possible projects for their new T.O.W.N. (Treasure Our Wonderful 

Neighborhoods) grant program.  The grant offered up to $25,000 for a community 

improvement project with equal matching dollars provided by the City. The City offered 

three potential projects, one of which was the installation of a network of trail signs at the 

City Forest to help park users better navigate the trail system.   

 

MACF asked the public to choose their favorite City project by voting via their Facebook 

page, and the City Forest trail signage project won the popular vote.  The proposed 

project cost is $28,000 with the City covering half of the cost using project funds 

available in the Parks Operating budget.   

 

The City has received the funds from MACF.  In order to move forward with the project, 

the General Fund budget must be amended to recognize the incoming revenue and to 

allocate the appropriate expenses.  City Council set a public hearing for November 23 to 

consider the proposed budget amendment.  The attached resolution amends the FY 2015-

16 General Fund budget accordingly to recognize $14,000 in grant funds for the project. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

_______________________________ 

Karen Murphy 

Director of Public Services  
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BY COUNCILMAN 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City has been awarded a grant of $14,000 from the Midland Area 

Community Foundation’s T.O.W.N. grant program for the installation of trail signage at 

the City Forest; and 

 

WHEREAS, the FY 2015-16 General Fund budget does not currently include this 

funding, nor the related expenditures, and in order to spend this grant for the purpose 

intended, it is necessary to amend the FY 2015-16 General Fund budget; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City will match the grant with $14,000 of project funds available in the 

Parks Operating budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, in accord with Sections 5.11, 11.4 and 11.6 of the Charter of the City of 

Midland, and after having given proper legal notice, and having conducted a public 

hearing on Monday, November 23, 2015, on the proposal to amend the FY 2015-16 

General Fund budget to recognize the unanticipated revenue, as well as increase 

expenditures by the same amount to fund the costs associated with this project; now 

therefore 

   

RESOLVED, that the FY 2015-16 General Fund budget is hereby amended to increase 

revenues and expenditures by $14,000 to recognize a generous grant from the Midland 

Area Community Foundation to be used for installation of trail signage at the City Forest. 

 

YEAS: 

 

NAYS: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

I, Selina Tisdale, City Clerk, City of Midland, Counties of Bay and Midland, State of 

Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 

adopted by a     yea vote of all the Councilmen present at a regular meeting of the City 

Council held Monday, November 23, 2015. 

 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Selina Tisdale, City Clerk 
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KEENAN 
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Attached documents for item Notifying the Council of the filing of the 2015 Local Officers' 

Compensation Commission Determinations and scheduling a public hearing on the 

Determinations for the December 7, 2015 City Council meeting.  TISDALE 
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Attached documents for item *  Making Traffic Control Order R-15-04 Permanent - that the 

speed limit on S. Saginaw Road from Mark Putnam Road to 275 feet south of Discovery Way 

shall be 45 mph.  MCMANUS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY REPORT TO MANAGER 

 

For City Council Meeting of November 23, 2015 

 

 

SUBJECT:  Traffic Control Order R-15-04  

 

INITIATED BY:  Engineering Department 

 

RESOLUTION SUMMARY:  
 

TCO R-15-04 - This resolution establishes that the speed limit on S. Saginaw Road 

from Mark Putnam Road to 275 feet south of Discovery Way shall be 45 mph.   

 

 

ITEMS ATTACHED: 
 

1. Letter of Transmittal 

2. Resolution 

3. Location Map 

 

CITY COUNCIL ACTION: 

 

3/5 vote required to approve resolution 

 

 

SUBMITTED BY:  Brian McManus, City Engineer 

*  Making Traffi... - 1 of 4



 

City Hall  333 West Ellsworth Street  Midland, Michigan 48640-5132  989.837.3300  989.835.2717 Fax 

 

 

 

TO:           Jon Lynch, City Manager 

 

FROM:     Brian McManus, City Engineer 

 

DATE:      November 18, 2015 

 

SUBJECT:  Traffic Control Order R-15-04   

 

In June of 2015, a citizen requested that the speed limit on Saginaw Road be increased from 

35 mph to 45 mph south of Bay City Road.  Traffic counts and actual traveling speeds were 

taken in August of 2015. Our traffic engineer reviewed the information and determined that 

the transition to 35 mph be moved further north to near Discovery Way, as opposed to the 

current location of Mark Putnam Road.  

 

The traffic control order has been in place the required trial period. The traffic control 

action undertaken is described in the attached resolution and would become permanent 

upon acceptance by the City Council. We have received only positive comments from the 

public regarding this traffic control action. 
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BY COUNCILMAN 

 

     

RESOLVED, that Traffic Control Order No. R-15-04 filed September 10, 2015 pursuant to 

Chapter 24 of the Code of Ordinances to establish traffic control as follows: 

  

That the speed limit on S. Saginaw Road from Mark Putnam Road to 275 feet south 

of Discovery Way shall be 45 mph.   

 

 is hereby made permanent. 

 

 

YEAS:  

 

NAYS:  

 

ABSENT: 

 

 

I, Selina Tisdale, City Clerk, City of Midland, Counties of Bay and Midland, State of 

Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 

adopted by a       yea vote of all the Councilmen present at a regular meeting of the City 

Council held Monday, November 23, 2015. 

 

 

 

                                                                         

 ___________________________________ 

             Selina Tisdale, City Clerk 
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Attached documents for item *  Approving the request of Momentum Midland to conduct a 

Midland Winter Village on December 3, 10 and 17.  MCMANUS 



SUMMARY REPORT TO CITY MANAGER 

for City Council Meeting of November 23, 2015 

 

 

 

SUBJECT: MIDLAND WINTER VILLAGE, DECEMBER 3, 10 and 17, 2015 

 

 

INITIATED BY: City of Midland Engineering Department 

 

 

RESOLUTION SUMMARY:   

The attached resolution approves the request of Momentum Midland to 

conduct a Midland Winter Village on December 3, 10 and 17, 2015. 

 

 

ITEMS ATTACHED: 

1.  Letter of transmittal 

2.  Letter of request 

3.  Resolution 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL ACTION: 

3/5 vote required to approve resolution 

 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Brian McManus, City Engineer 
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November 18, 2015 

 

 

 

Jon Lynch, City Manager 

City of Midland 

Midland, MI 48640 

 

Dear Mr. Lynch: 

 

Attached please find a request from Momentum Midland seeking permission to conduct a 

Midland Winter Village on December 3, 10 and 17, 2015 from 4:00-10:00 p.m., utilizing 

the public right-of-way.  The Administrative Staff has reviewed the request and 

recommends approval subject to the following conditions: 

 

 The responsible party and contact number for the event date is ChelseaRae Rowley, 

989-837-1222. 

 

 A Certificate of Liability Insurance in the amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence, 

$2,000,000 aggregate, with the City of Midland named as Additional Insured must 

be submitted to the City Engineer’s Office no less than five days prior to the event.  

You may fax it to 989-837-5708. 

 

 Department of Public Services will provide barricades for the road closure per 

Engineering’s Traffic Control Order.  The event organizers will be responsible for 

setting/removing the barricades from the street for the actual closures. 

 

 Note that the Polar Express Santa Train uses Gordon Street to loop back to the 

Santa House on the return trip.  They have agreed to use an alternate route on these 

three days. 

 

 Contact the Parks Department at 837-6930 if picnic tables or trash receptacles are 

needed.  There may be a fee associated with these items. 

 

Attached for your consideration is a resolution which will grant approval of the request.  

The resolution also grants authority to the Administrative Staff to approve future requests if 

conducted in substantially the same manner. 
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If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

       Brian P. McManus 

       City Engineer 

 

BPM:pp 
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BY COUNCILMAN 

 

 

 

RESOLVED, that the request from Momentum Midland seeking permission to conduct a 

Midland Winter Village on December 3, 10 and 17, 2015 from 4:00-10:00 p.m., utilizing 

the public right-of-way, is hereby approved subject to the following conditions: 

 

 The responsible party and contact number for the event date is ChelseaRae Rowley, 

989-837-1222. 

 

 A Certificate of Liability Insurance in the amount of $1,000,000 per occurrence, 

$2,000,000 aggregate, with the City of Midland named as Additional Insured must 

be submitted to the City Engineer’s Office no less than five days prior to the event.  

You may fax it to 989-837-5708. 

 

 Department of Public Services will provide barricades for the road closure per 

Engineering’s Traffic Control Order.  The event organizers will be responsible for 

setting/removing the barricades from the street for the actual closures. 

 

 Note that the Polar Express Santa Train uses Gordon Street to loop back to the Santa 

House on the return trip.  They have agreed to use an alternate route on these three 

days. 

 

 Contact the Parks Department at 837-6930 if picnic tables or trash receptacles are 

needed.  There may be a fee associated with these items. 

 

; and 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Administrative Staff is hereby authorized to approve 

future requests for the event provided it is conducted in substantially the same manner. 

 

YEAS: 

 

NAYS: 

 

ABSENT: 
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I, Selina Tisdale, City Clerk, City of Midland, Counties of Bay and Midland, State of 

Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 

adopted by a           yea vote of all the Councilmen present at a regular meeting of the City 

Council held Monday, November 23, 2015. 

 

            

     __________________________________________ 

     Selina Tisdale, City Clerk 
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Attached documents for item *  Approving the request of the Midland Downtown Business 

Association to conduct Holly Jolly Days on the weekends of December 5 & 6 and December 12 

& 13.  MCMANUS 



SUMMARY REPORT TO CITY MANAGER 

for City Council Meeting of November 23, 2015 

 

 

 

SUBJECT: HOLLY JOLLY DAYS, DECEMBER 5 & 6 AND 12 & 13, 2015 

 

 

INITIATED BY: City of Midland Engineering Department 

 

 

RESOLUTION SUMMARY:   

The attached resolution approves the request of the Midland Downtown 

Business Association to conduct Holly Jolly Days on the weekends of 

December 5 & 6 and December 12 & 13, 2015. 

 

 

ITEMS ATTACHED: 

1.  Letter of transmittal 

2.  Letter of request 

3.  Resolution 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL ACTION: 

3/5 vote required to approve resolution 

 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Brian McManus, City Engineer 
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November 18, 2015 

 

 

 

Jon Lynch, City Manager 

City of Midland 

Midland, MI 48640 

 

Dear Mr. Lynch: 

 

Attached please find a request from the Midland Downtown Business Association seeking 

permission to conduct Holly Jolly Days on the weekends of December 5 & 6 and December 

12 & 13, 2015, utilizing the public right-of-way and amplified sound.  The Administrative 

Staff has reviewed the request and recommends approval subject to the following 

conditions: 

 

 The responsible party and contact number for the event date is Lacey Todd, 837-

3313. 

 

 The MDBA certificate of liability insurance previously submitted is effective from 

September 15, 2013 to September 15, 2016 and is on file.  

 

 The sidewalk will be used for intermittent speaker placement. 

 

 The event will have amplified sound. 

 

 The event will use electricity from the Main Street city-owned light poles. 

 

 The event will feature horse carriage rides. 

 

Attached for your consideration is a resolution which will grant approval of the request.  

The resolution also grants authority to the Administrative Staff to approve future requests if 

conducted in substantially the same manner. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

       Sincerely, 

 

 

 

       Brian P. McManus 

       City Engineer 

BPM:pp 
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BY COUNCILMAN 

 

 

 

RESOLVED, that the request from the Midland Downtown Business Association seeking 

permission to conduct Holly Jolly Days on the weekends of December 5 & 6 and December 

12 & 13, 2015, utilizing the public right-of-way and amplified sound, is hereby approved 

subject to the following conditions: 

 

 The responsible party and contact number for the event date is Lacey Todd, 837-

3313. 

 

 The MDBA certificate of liability insurance previously submitted is effective from 

September 15, 2013 to September 15, 2016 and is on file.  

 

 The sidewalk will be used for intermittent speaker placement. 

 

 The event will have amplified sound. 

 

 The event will use electricity from the Main Street city-owned light poles. 

 

 The event will feature horse carriage rides. 

 

; and 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Administrative Staff is hereby authorized to approve 

future requests for the event provided it is conducted in substantially the same manner. 

 

YEAS: 

 

NAYS: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

I, Selina Tisdale, City Clerk, City of Midland, Counties of Bay and Midland, State of 

Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 

adopted by a           yea vote of all the Councilmen present at a regular meeting of the City 

Council held Monday, November 23, 2015. 

 

            

    __________________________________________ 

     Selina Tisdale, City Clerk 
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Attached documents for item *  E10 Ethanol Blend Unleaded Fuel purchase from November 10 

(4/5 vote required).  MURPHY 



 

 

SUMMARY REPORT TO MANAGER 

 

For City Council Meeting of November 23, 2015 

 

 

 

SUBJECT: Approve Fuel Purchase from November 10, 2015 

 

 

RESOLUTION SUMMARY: This resolution waives the requirement for sealed 

proposals and approves the purchase of 13,305 gallons of 

E10 ethanol blend unleaded fuel from Tri-Lakes 

Petroleum for $20,662.67 that was executed by the 

Purchasing Agent on November 10, 2015. 

 

 

ITEMS ATTACHED: 

 

1. Transmittal letter to City Manager 

 

2. Resolution 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL ACTION: 

 

1. 4/5 vote required to approve resolution 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Karen Murphy 

Director of Public Services 
 
MMR 
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November 16, 2015 

 

Jon Lynch 

City Manager 

Midland, Michigan 

 

RE:  Approve fuel purchase made on November 10, 2015 

 

At their December 17, 2007 meeting, City Council adopted a resolution that allows the Purchasing 

Agent to purchase full tankers of unleaded gasoline and diesel fuel exceeding $20,000, and seek 

approval for the purchase at the next available Council meeting.  Fuel is ordered on an as needed 

basis to maintain an adequate supply to meet the demand of the city fleet as well as to keep a 

reserve on hand to cover any unanticipated increase in usage.  This process was reviewed by City 

Council on December 21, 2009 and is still deemed to provide significant cost savings to the City.   

 

Fuel is purchased through a competitive bid process whereby the Purchasing Agent faxes out a 

request for a price per gallon for unleaded and/or diesel fuel to a list of fuel suppliers.  Interested 

suppliers fax back their prices the following morning.  Due to the volatility of the fuel market, 

pricing is only valid for the remainder of that day.  The fuel purchase is awarded to the lowest price 

supplier, and the fuel delivery is scheduled for that same day.   

 

It should be noted that approval of fuel purchases will require a 4/5 vote due to the need to waive 

the requirement for sealed proposals as a result of the above-described bidding process.   

 

Bids were received using this process on November 10, 2015 for 13,305 gallons of E10 ethanol 

blend unleaded fuel.  Bids were received as follows: 

Tri-Lakes Petroleum, Alma, MI E10 Ethanol Blend Unleaded Fuel $1.5530/gallon 

Michigan Petroleum, Port Huron, MI E10 Ethanol Blend Unleaded Fuel $1.5600/gallon 

Paxson Oil, Saginaw, MI E10 Ethanol Blend Unleaded Fuel $1.5650/gallon 

Hirschman Oil, Reese, MI E10 Ethanol Blend Unleaded Fuel $1.6500/gallon 

The low bid was received from Tri-Lakes Petroleum of Alma, Michigan, with a price of $1.553 per 

gallon.  The unit price includes the delivery charge, and the total purchase price was $20,662.67 for 

13,305 gallons of fuel delivered.  

 

We are requesting that Council waive the requirements for sealed bids, and approve the purchase of 

13,305 gallons of E10 ethanol blend unleaded fuel from Tri-Lakes Petroleum for $20,662.67 that 

was executed by the Purchasing Agent on November 10, 2015.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Karen Murphy Mike Meyer 

Director of Public Services Purchasing Agent 
MMR 
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BY COUNCILMAN  

 

WHEREAS, City Council adopted a resolution on December 17, 2007 that allows the 

Purchasing Agent to purchase full tankers of unleaded gasoline and diesel fuel exceeding 

$20,000, and seek approval for the purchase at the next City Council meeting; and 

 

WHEREAS, City Council reviewed the process on December 21, 2009 and decided to 

continue as it still provides a significant cost savings to the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, the volatility of the fuel market does not allow for staff to follow the usual 

sealed bid process for purchases exceeding $20,000; and 

 

WHEREAS, staff instead uses a competitive bid process whereby fuel vendors fax in prices 

that are valid for a particular day with the bid awarded to the lowest priced vendor; now 

therefore 

 

RESOLVED, that the requirements for sealed proposals for the purchase of fuel are waived 

due to the volatility of the fuel market; and 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the purchase of 13,305 gallons of E10 ethanol blend 

unleaded fuel from Tri-Lakes Petroleum of Alma, Michigan for $20,662.67 executed by the 

Purchasing Agent on November 10, 2015, is hereby approved. 

 

YEAS:   

 

NAYS:  

 

ABSENT: 

 

I, Selina Tisdale, City Clerk, City of Midland, Counties of Bay and Midland, State of 

Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution 

adopted by a       yea vote of all the Councilmen present at a regular meeting of the City 

Council held Monday, November 23, 2015. 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Selina Tisdale, City Clerk  
T: UL Fuel 11-10-15 for 11-23-15  
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Attached documents for item *  Refurbishment of a Tandem Axle Dump Truck (4/5 vote 

required).  MURPHY 



 

 

SUMMARY REPORT TO MANAGER 

 

For City Council Meeting of November 23, 2015 

 

 

SUBJECT: Refurbishment of a Tandem Axle Dump Truck for Water Distribution 

 

 

INITIATED BY: Department of Public Services  

 

 

RESOLUTION SUMMARY: This resolution waives the requirement for sealed proposals and 

authorizes a purchase order in the amount of $59,259 to Valley 

Truck Parts of Grand Rapids, MI, for the refurbishment of a water 

distribution tandem axle dump truck.  This resolution also 

authorizes the City Manager to approve changes to the purchase 

order not to exceed $5,000. 

 

 

ITEMS ATTACHED: 

 

1. Transmittal letter to City Manager 

 

2. Resolution 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL ACTION: 

 

1. 4/5 vote required to approve resolution 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Karen Murphy 

Director of Public Services 
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November 16, 2015 

 

Jon Lynch 

City Manager 

Midland, Michigan 

 

 

RE:   Refurbishment of a Tandem Axle Dump Truck for Water Distribution 

 

The Michigan Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) is sponsored by the Federal and State 

Departments of Transportation as a clearinghouse for information and training regarding 

construction and maintenance of transportation infrastructure.  Through LTAP, Fleet Management 

staff became aware of several agencies throughout Michigan that have had aging snow and ice 

control dump trucks refurbished as opposed to replacing them with new units.  After speaking with 

several of these cities and road commissions, they are universally happy with their choice to have 

trucks refurbished, both from a performance standpoint and as a cost savings measure, and plan to 

continue with refurbishment over replacement whenever practical.  They also advised that rather 

than having several individual vendors working on body and paint, chassis repair, and auxiliary 

systems, they chose to have a single vendor perform all phases of the refurbishment.  This not only 

made the process much smoother, but it results in having a single point-of-contact for any warranty 

issues that may arise after the truck is put into service. 

 

After consultation with several Michigan municipalities and road commissions (including Branch 

County Road Commission, Calhoon County Road Commission, City of Wixom, Village of Omer) 

that have had trucks refurbished, the consensus was to use Valley Truck Parts of Grand Rapids as a 

known vendor that performs complete refurbishment on dump trucks.  Valley begins with a 

dynamometer inspection of the engine and transmission to determine their condition, and then 

thoroughly inspects the rest of the vehicle to write an estimate for total refurbishment.  They use a 

pricing structure that allows an accurate estimate of the “worst case” cost for each individual system 

on the truck, and they have a dedicated shop doing all of the refurbishment work in-house.  They 

provide a 2-year warranty on all parts, and 1-year on labor.  

 

Water Distribution has traditionally used tandem axle dump trucks to perform utility repair and 

routine maintenance on 359 miles of water main throughout the City.  The trucks have an average 

expected useful life of ten years before replacement.  Truck 309, a 2005 International 7500 dump 

truck which is scheduled for replacement this year, is an excellent candidate for refurbishment.  If 

approved by City Council, this will be the third dump truck that the City has sent to Valley Truck for 

refurbishment.  
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Jon Lynch 

November 16, 2015 

Page Two 

 

 

The chassis and engine are in good condition, but many of the sub-systems are experiencing repeated 

high-cost repairs.  A complete inspection of the truck by Valley Truck and the City’s Fleet 

Management staff has resulted in an estimate of $59,259 for the refurbishment of the truck cab and 

chassis.  This will include work on the engine, transmission, air system, charging system, cooling 

system, driveline, exhaust system, hydraulic system, front and rear axles, suspension, braking 

system, and the complete disassembly of the cab for repainting.  If the City were to purchase a new 

cab and chassis, versus refurbishing the existing one, the estimated new purchase price would be 

$143,000. 

 

Once the refurbishment is complete, the City will install a new stainless steel body on the chassis at 

an estimated cost of $40,000.  The anticipated extended life of the refurbished truck is 8-10 years, 

which is similar to the anticipated life of a new vehicle.  The estimated total cost for the refurbished 

truck with new dump body is $99,259 whereas the cost to purchase a new truck (cab/chassis + dump 

body) is estimated at $183,000, so choosing to refurbish the truck will save a substantial amount of 

money for the City.   

 

 

                   Current City unit 309  

 

 

 

 

The FY 2015-16 Equipment Revolving Fund’s Capital Outlay budget includes adequate funds 

for the refurbishing of this unit.  In lieu of replacing with a new unit, we recommend 

refurbishing the existing cab and chassis for $59,259, with installation of a stainless steel 

dump body by the City once the refurbishment is complete.  In order to move forward with 

the refurbish process, we request, in accordance with Section 2-18 of the Code of Ordinances, 

that City Council waive the requirement for competitive bids and authorize the Purchasing 

Agent to issue a purchase order in the amount of $59,259 to Valley Truck Parts of Grand 

Rapids, MI, for the refurbishment of the cab and chassis for City unit 309.  Due to the 

increasingly complex nature of assembling custom built equipment with components from 

different manufacturers, we recommend that the City Manager be authorized to approve 

changes to the purchase order not to exceed $5,000 to cover any unforeseen modifications that 

may come up during the refurbishment process. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Karen Murphy, Director of Public Services                       Mike Meyer, Purchasing Agent 
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BY COUNCILMAN  

 

 

WHEREAS, Water Distribution uses tandem axle dump trucks for field work, and the refurbishment 

of current equipment is less costly than replacement with a new unit; and 

 

WHEREAS, sufficient funding for the refurbishment of a tandem axle dump truck is available in the 

FY 2015-16 Equipment Revolving Fund budget for Capital Outlay, Vehicles; and 

 

WHEREAS, Valley Truck Parts of Grand Rapids, Michigan has the ability to perform refurbishment 

on this type of equipment, yielding a refurbished unit with an 8-10 year extended useful life; now 

therefore 

 

RESOLVED, that the City Council hereby determines that sealed bids are impractical, and in 

accordance with Section 2-18 of the Code of Ordinances, the requirement for sealed proposals is 

hereby waived; and 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the City Purchasing Agent is authorized to issue a purchase order in 

the amount of $59,259 to Valley Truck Parts of Grand Rapids, MI, for the refurbishment of a tandem 

axle truck cab and chassis; and 

 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the City Manager is authorized to approve changes to the purchase 

order not to exceed $5,000 to cover any unforeseen modifications that may come up during the 

refurbishment process. 

 

YEAS:   

NAYS:  

ABSENT: 

 

I, Selina Tisdale, City Clerk, City of Midland, Counties of Bay and Midland, State of Michigan, do 

hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by a yea vote of 

all the Councilmen present at a regular meeting of the City Council held Monday, November 23, 

2015. 

 

 

__________________________________ 

 Selina Tisdale, City Clerk  
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Attached documents for item *  Purchase Order Increase to CTI and Associates, Inc. for general 

engineering services at the Landfill.  BUSH 



SUMMARY REPORT TO MANAGER 

For City Council Meeting of November 23, 2015 

 

 

 

SUBJECT: LANDFILL – PURCHASE ORDER INCREASE FOR GENERAL 

ENGINEERING 

 

 

INITIATED BY: Noel D. Bush, Utilities Director 

 

 

RESOLUTION SUMMARY:  This resolution authorizes an increase of $80,000.00 to the 

existing purchase order amount of $20,000.00 to CTI and Associates, Inc. of Wixom, bringing 

the total purchase order to $100,000.00, in accord with Sec. 2-19 of the Code of Ordinances for 

the City of Midland, to continue providing general engineering services at the Landfill, and 

further authorizes the City Manager to approve changes modifying the purchase order in an 

aggregate amount not to exceed $10,000.00. 

 

 

ITEMS ATTACHED: 
 

1. Letter of transmittal 

 

2. Resolution 

 

 

COUNCIL ACTION:   
 

1. 3/5 vote required to approve resolution. 

 

 

 

 

NDB:jjs 
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File:  Landfill - General Engineering, PO Increase13405 

Utilities Department • 333 West Ellsworth Street • Midland, Michigan 48640-5132 • (989) 837-3341 • CitizenCommentsWater@midland-mi.org 

 

November 18, 2015 

 

 

Jon Lynch, City Manager 

Midland, Michigan 

Re: LANDFILL – PURCHASE ORDER INCREASE FOR GENERAL ENGINEERING 

Dear Mr. Lynch: 

The City of Midland Landfill is highly regulated by the Michigan Department of Environmental 

Quality (MDEQ), and as a minimum, enforces EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) regulations in 

Michigan.  Within the MDEQ, there are a number of Divisions that the City is accountable to, 

including:  

Air Quality Division Water Resources Division 

 • Dust 

• Odor 

• Oil burner emissions 

• Backup generator emissions 

• GTE emissions 

• Flare emissions 

• Pipeline/surface scan for gas leaks 

• Gas collection and control system compliance 

• Propane heaters in shop 

 • Groundwater monitoring 

• Industrial storm water permit 

• Surface water sampling 

• Erosion/sedimentation control 

    

Office of Waste Management and Radiological Protection Division 

 • Solid waste 

• Litter control 

• Special waste acceptance 

• Asbestos handling and recordkeeping 

• Bioreactor permit 

• Compost/yard waste recycling operation 

  

    

The City’s Landfill engineering consultant, CTI and Associates, Inc. (CTI), routinely assists Landfill 

staff with engineering support needed to comply and report to the MDEQ and its Division 

representatives.   
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File:  Landfill - General Engineering, PO Increase13405 

Each year we budget over $150,000.00 for environmental compliance, testing, and reporting.  

General engineering support includes: 

 Review of special waste profiles; 

 Regulatory support associated with the MDEQ; 

 Compliance reporting; 

 Materials testing; 

 Site survey support and airspace calculations; 

 Weekly compliance review of gas well field data; 

 Quarterly surface scans testing for gas leaks in the Landfill soil cover and the gas pipeline 

to the Gas to Energy facility, for compliance and reporting; 

 Support for the Gas to Energy facility and Landfill Gas Compressor facilities; 

 Recordkeeping and updates to required operating plans; 

 Bioreactor recordkeeping and analysis; 

 Ongoing maintenance of as-built construction drawings for gas collection system 

modifications at the Landfill, mapping pipe additions as waste fills an area; and 

 Greenhouse gas emission testing and reporting to the EPA and MDEQ. 

As is the practice the first part of each year, we administratively approve a purchase order in the 

amount of $20,000.00 for uninterrupted engineering support.  As we get deeper into the fiscal 

year, we gain more insight into what our real needs for general engineering are going to be.  At 

that point, we seek Council approval for an increase to that purchase order in an amount that we 

expect is needed for the remainder of the year.  As the extent of the support is difficult to 

anticipate, we include in our increase request an amount that will authorize the City Manager to 

make any additional changes within limits.   

Staff and CTI have determined that a purchase order increase of $80,000.00 will fund the 

Landfill’s regulatory and operational obligations for the balance of the 2015/16 fiscal year, 

bringing the total purchase order amount to $100,000.00.   

Funding is available for this purpose in the 2015/16 Landfill accounts 517.8110.80.002 – 

Professional Services and 517.8110.81.004 – Testing.  The attached resolution has been prepared 

for the increase to the purchase order with CTI, in accord with Sec. 2-19 of the Code of 

Ordinances for the City of Midland, and further authorizes the City Manager to approve changes 

modifying the purchase order in an aggregate amount not to exceed $10,000.00.  A 3/5 vote is 

required for approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_________________________    _________________________ 

Noel Bush, Utilities Director     Mike Meyer, Purchasing Agent 
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File:  Landfill - General Engineering, PO Increase13405 

Utilities Department • 333 West Ellsworth Street • Midland, Michigan 48640-5132 • (989) 837-3341 • CitizenCommentsWater@midland-mi.org 

 

BY COUNCILMAN 

WHEREAS, each year funds are budgeted for general engineering support to provide assistance 

to landfill staff; and 

WHEREAS, an administratively approved purchase order in the amount of $20,000.00 was made 

early in the fiscal year to CTI and Associates, Inc. of Wixom (CTI) to begin the general 

engineering services work; and 

WHEREAS, staff and CTI have determined that a purchase order increase of $80,000.00 will 

fund the Landfill’s expected regulatory and operational obligations for the balance of the 

2015/16 fiscal year; and 

WHEREAS, funding is available for this purpose in the 2015/16 Landfill accounts 

517.8110.80.002 – Professional Services and 517.8110.81.004 – Testing; now therefore 

RESOLVED, that an increase of $80,000.00 to the existing purchase order of $20,000.00 to CTI 

and Associates, Inc., is hereby authorized, bringing the total purchase order to $100,000.00 for 

continued general engineering services at the Landfill; and 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the City Manager is hereby authorized to approve change orders in 

an aggregate amount not to exceed $10,000.00. 

YEAS: 

 

NAYS: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

I, Selina Tisdale, City Clerk, City of Midland, Counties of Bay and Midland, State of Michigan, 

do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by a         

yea vote of all the Councilmen present at a regular meeting of the City Council held Monday, 

November 23, 2015. 

 

 

       _______________________________ 

       Selina Tisdale, City Clerk 
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Attached documents for item *  Purchase Order Increase to Stantec Consulting of Michigan for 

additional construction phase engineering services for painting, sealing and masonry repairs at 

the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  BUSH 



SUMMARY REPORT TO MANAGER 

For City Council Meeting of November 23, 2015 

 

 

SUBJECT: WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT - ENGINEERING FOR PAINTING, 

SEALING, AND MASONRY REPAIRS, CHANGE NO. 2 

 

 

INITIATED BY: Noel D. Bush, Utilities Director 

 

 

RESOLUTION SUMMARY:  This resolution authorizes an increase of $6,785.00 to an 

existing purchase order of $24,900.00 with Stantec Consulting of Michigan, for additional 

construction phase engineering services for painting, sealing, and masonry repairs at the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant, bringing the total amount of the purchase order to $31,685.00, in 

accord with Sec. 2-18 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of Midland. 

 

 

ITEMS ATTACHED: 
 

1. Letter of transmittal 

 

2. Resolution 

 

  

COUNCIL ACTION:   
 

1. 3/5 vote required to approve resolution. 

 

 

 

NDB:jjs 
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File:  Wastewater - PO Increase No 

Utilities Department • 333 West Ellsworth Street • Midland, Michigan 48640-5132 • (989) 837-3341 • CitizenCommentsWater@midland-mi.org 

November 18, 2015 

 

 

Jon Lynch, City Manager 

Midland, Michigan 

RE: WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT - ENGINEERING FOR PAINTING, SEALING, 

AND MASONRY REPAIRS, CHANGE NO. 2 

Dear Mr. Lynch: 

In August 2014, Stantec Consulting of Michigan was directed by Wastewater staff to make an initial 

inspection and identify deficiencies of the structures at the Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP).  The 

deficiencies involve painting, sealing, and masonry repairs. 

Stantec made a proposal to provide the scope of services for each phase of Design, Bidding, and 

Construction Administration, and a purchase order in the amount of $17,900.00 was administratively 

approved to begin the work.  

On July 13, 2015, Council authorized an increase to the purchase order in the amount of $7,000.00, 

bringing the total to $24,900.00, to expand the scope of engineering services to include the Digester 

Compressor Houses, Digesters, Light Poles, Gas Piping Insulation, and Administration Building 

masonry closures.  Council subsequently approved a contract with Graham Construction Corp. to 

begin the repairs on July 27. 

As the construction process began, it was discovered that the layers of foam insulation on the primary 

digesters would need to be completely removed and not just coated, as was the initial plan, resulting in 

additional site visits and meetings with Stantec to determine the proper repair techniques. This also 

required a change order to the construction contract, requiring increased contract administration by 

Stantec.  It is therefore recommended that authorization be made to increase the current purchase order 

in the amount of $6,785.00 for additional engineering services related to the construction contract, 

bringing the total purchase order to $31,685.00.     

Funds have been budgeted in Wastewater Fund Project WW1501 - WWTP Improvements for this 

purpose.  A 3/5 vote is required to approve the resolution. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_________________________    _________________________ 

Noel Bush, Utilities Director     Mike Meyer, Purchasing Agent

*  Purchase Orde... - 2 of 3



 

 

File:  Wastewater - PO Increase No 

Utilities Department • 333 West Ellsworth Street • Midland, Michigan 48640-5132 • (989) 837-3341 • CitizenCommentsWater@midland-mi.org 

BY COUNCILMAN  

WHEREAS, in August 2014, Stantec Consulting of Michigan was directed by Wastewater staff to 

make an initial inspection and identify deficiencies of the structures at the Wastewater Treatment 

Plant (WWTP); and 

WHEREAS, the engineering services proposal was made to provide the scope of services for each 

phase of Design, Bidding, and Construction Administration, and a purchase order in the amount of 

$17,900 was administratively approved to begin the work; and  

WHEREAS, on July 13, 2015, Council authorized an increase to the purchase order in the amount 

of $7,000.00, bringing the total to $24,900.00, to expand the scope of engineering services to 

include the Digester Compressor Houses, Digesters, Light Poles, Gas Piping Insulation, and 

Administration Building masonry closures; and 

WHEREAS, it was discovered during the construction process that the layers of foam insulation 

on the primary digesters would need to be completely removed and not just coated, as was the 

initial plan, resulting in additional site visits and meetings with Stantec to determine the proper 

repair techniques, which also caused a change order to the construction contract, requiring 

increased contract administration by Stantec; and 

WHEREAS, funds have been budgeted in Wastewater Fund Project WW1501 - WWTP 

Improvements; now therefore 

RESOLVED, that an increase of $6,785.00 to an existing purchase order of $24,900.00 to Stantec 

Consulting of Michigan is hereby authorized, bringing the total purchase order to $31,685.00 for 

additional construction phase engineering services for painting, sealing, and masonry repairs at the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

YEAS: 

 

NAYS: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

I, Selina Tisdale, City Clerk, City of Midland, Counties of Bay and Midland, State of Michigan, 

do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by a         yea 

vote of all the Councilmen present at a regular meeting of the City Council held Monday, 

November 23, 2015. 

 

 

       _______________________________ 

       Selina Tisdale, City Clerk 
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Attached documents for item *  Propagation Study for pump/lift station telemetry - Wastewater.  

BUSH 



SUMMARY REPORT TO MANAGER 

For City Council Meeting of November 23, 2015 

 

 

SUBJECT: WASTEWATER FUND – TELEMETRY PROPAGATION STUDY, BID NO. 

3736 

 

 

INITIATED BY: Noel D. Bush, Utilities Director 

 

 

RESOLUTION SUMMARY:  This resolution accepts the low bid submitted by J & K 

Communications of Columbia City, Indiana, for a propagation study for pump/lift station 

telemetry for the City’s sanitary sewer collections system, and authorizes a purchase order to be 

issued in the amount of $30,157.00, in accord with Sec. 2-18 of the Code of Ordinances for the 

City of Midland, and further authorizes the City Manager to approve changes modifying the 

purchase order in an aggregate amount not to exceed $5,000.00. 

 

 

ITEMS ATTACHED: 
 

1. Letter of transmittal 

 

2. Resolution 

 

  

COUNCIL ACTION:   
 

1. 3/5 vote required to approve resolution. 

 

 

 

NDB:jjs 
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File:  Wastewater - Propagation Study, Bid 373613393 

Utilities Department • 333 West Ellsworth Street • Midland, Michigan 48640-5132 • (989) 837-3341 • CitizenCommentsWater@midland-mi.org 

November 18, 2015 

 

 

Jon Lynch, City Manager 

Midland, Michigan 

RE: WASTEWATER FUND – TELEMETRY PROPAGATION STUDY, BID NO. 3736 

Dear Mr. Lynch: 

The City of Midland has 44 sewage pump/lift stations throughout its collection system.  The 

Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) currently monitors these stations using a technology 

called “tone telemetry” over leased phone lines.  The information from the telemetry is 

connected to the plant SCADA (Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition) system.  Staff 

monitors the pump station activity on a plant computer.  The telemetry transmits valuable 

information on whether a pump is running, pump speed, flow meter data, wet well levels, and 

alarm conditions.   

Staff is looking to move away from the old tone telemetry technology for its pump/lift station  

SCADA system, and move to radio communication technology that is used industry-wide.    

There are several reasons for the move: 1) the leased phone lines cost the City in aggregate over 

$26,000 per year, 2) the manufacturer does not make the equipment anymore, and will only 

repair existing equipment, and 3) the phone line carrier, AT&T, is not proficient with trouble-

shooting or installing tone telemetry.   

Staff has researched the use of licensed radio communication and it has been recommended by 

numerous industry resources to have a telemetry (radio) propagation study performed to 

determine what radio, frequency, and antennae heights would be most reliable for the City’s 

application.  The study will involve a computer simulated topographical test, and then a field test 

at all 44 locations to help determine the most appropriate equipment to be used.  Staff sent out a 

bid for the study and for the purpose of obtaining a radio license for the city.   

On Tuesday, November 10, 2015, sealed bids were received and opened, in accord with Sec. 2-

18 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of Midland for Bid No. 3736, Propagation Study for 

WWTP.  The bids received were from two reputable vendors, as follows: 

Bidder Total Bid 

J & K Communications, Columbia City, IN  $   30,157.00  

UIS SCADA Inc, Dexter, MI       39,295.00 
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J & K Communications submitted the low bid, and comes highly recommended by the City’s 

SCADA integrator/programmer.  J & K is known for designing, supplying and servicing quality 

data and voice radio communication systems, and staff recommends award to prepare a 

propagation study for the WWTP and its pump/lift stations in the amount of $30,157.00.   

Funds have been budgeted in Wastewater Enterprise Fund Project WW1502 - WWTP 

Plant/Pump Station Communication Upgrade.  A 3/5 vote is required to approve the resolution. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

_________________________    _________________________ 

Noel Bush, Utilities Director     Mike Meyer, Purchasing Agent
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BY COUNCILMAN  

WHEREAS, the City of Midland has 44 sewage pump/lift stations across the city that are monitored 

from the Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) using a technology called “tone telemetry” over 

leased phone lines; and 

WHEREAS, staff is looking to move away from the old tone telemetry technology for its pump/lift 

station SCADA system, and move to radio communication technology that is used industry-wide; 

and    

WHEREAS, staff has researched the use of licensed radio communication and it has been 

recommended by numerous industry resources to have a telemetry (radio) propagation study 

performed to determine what radio, frequency, and antennae heights would be most reliable for the 

City’s application; and  

WHEREAS, on Tuesday, November 10, 2015, sealed bids were received and opened, in accord 

with Sec. 2-18 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of Midland for Bid No. 3736, Propagation 

Study for WWTP; and 

WHEREAS, funding has been budgeted in Wastewater Enterprise Fund Project WW1502 - WWTP 

Plant/Pump Station Communication Upgrade; now therefore 

RESOLVED, that the low bid submitted by J & K Communications of Columbia City, Indiana, in 

the amount of $30,157.00 for a propagation study for pump/lift station telemetry for the City’s 

sanitary sewer collections system, is hereby accepted and a purchase order is authorized; and 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the City Manager is authorized to approve change orders in an 

aggregate amount not to exceed $5,000.00. 

YEAS: 

 

NAYS: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

I, Selina Tisdale, City Clerk, City of Midland, Counties of Bay and Midland, State of Michigan, do 

hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by a         yea 

vote of all the Councilmen present at a regular meeting of the City Council held Monday, 

November 23, 2015. 

 

 

       _______________________________ 

       Selina Tisdale, City Clerk 
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